VHF Adventures Coast to Coast...
A 58-year Odyssey

by
Wayne Overbeck; N6NB
www.n6nb.com




- ~Nipigon -=Cochrane
| : : “—<ThunderBay . 'ﬁfiTl'!_‘!ing_

. .

_ligelonia __Chicoutimj ~—

Bt

Seattle y  GreatFalls

; | e | i L Ao
s /_/\,_ ! e ; JQuebec
: \;Sault Sainte Marie', L e f |
i 3 = . North Ba Trois-Riviéres, Y
S Bilings ' Ly Escanahaf e Sty i Fredericton
b Portiand . Bozeman, 10 “~} + l Ottawa , . SJWofitréal | P
2 % : i ¥ *parry Sound i ‘*—W’ Shefbrooke /SaintJo
i L\ i Greerr(Bay il
Eugene ¥ 1 * Kifgston :
j %_ Boise ! osse j ronfo
| L TN L T maE Tl e i Rochest
| ocat(-;,llo |Casper B s ; 4 ds"grg‘apl.s 5 b ylacuse
| | l A | :
MR B L (. SE—  SR— .-\ . ' hea TR T P T e M — =7
i : ! , Mkl oo _ ﬁﬁ
Crek : Ogdeni, : ,North Platte : j “F Ak ﬁ e
HIekd s \Redding ) gl e ? | - fincon_ | e g m 52 EW York
E : I . ) y |/ ' 4§
g ' DEnver s P G A
Reno | 2 }' 5 y e L i . ) o ‘ |
i i opeka niKansas Ci .
Sacramento ' andJunction. | cororado Springs P e A8 k) y
oy s 4 | | Pueblo ‘ | 7 | i
SanFrancisco’ . & | CedarCity | Dodge City | ﬁ,ﬁ_ ; Richmond
S4n Jo S . Durango ‘ 4 ED fringfield b e L
Montorey, \ Tefresno N BFmr—emr—ees el B e e “STATE: g
! '@ | [ . Raleigh
Zallup | g *Greenville

Flagstaff

Santa Ba | Wilmington

’ ' *Myrtle Beach

™ . Charleston

Radius: 22.32'mi

|

Phoenix |

i 2 i

Area: 1.55-4\%;=-agﬁmnieg & |
"

Tucsn I . §avannah
|
i
b i
| "1 New Orleans
; - Saint Augustine
*Hermosillo WEan Antonio +oTesion Daytona Beach
1 *Chlhuahrua o
gt 4 s
\M EX | CO ‘ o ’Cornus Christi
J
1 . £
' . i i West Palm Beach

A sampling of VHF contest sites activated

by K6YNB/NG6NB, 1957-2015






KEYNB on Mt. Pacifico,




Antennas atop
Mt. Pacifico (DMO04),

Elevation 7,500°




Mt. Potosi, Nevada (DMZ25), 1970
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r6ker‘1 axle on this steep road, 1970
(tlme for a blgger vehicle)
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The “cabover kilowatt”,1970 (on QST cover, 1971)




Alaska,
1970, with
cubical

quad for
20-6 mtrs.




The “quagi” antenna is born,
1972
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Santiago Peak
(DM13) with quagi
antennas, 1973




Portable moonbounce

Giving KOMQS state #50 for the first 144
MHz W.A.S.-- Alaska via e.m.e., 19/6




=

T e iyl = . .




16 3-element quads
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Array under
construction




A rotating hub



Utah Pass,
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EME in 1977
on the Utah-
Nevada border
(with 20-meter
liaison)




Mobile moonbounce In two states
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Another mobile moonbounce setup







Mt. Pinos, CA
with a VW,
June, 1977
(a national
record score)




Heading east for more fun and
higher scores, 1978...






Mt. Equinox, VT (FN33), 1978



, Rentacar portable,
| 1978
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Let’s do this right (1979)
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Mt. Equinox, VT, 1979










September, 1979
Mt. Equinox, VT
(a national record
score)




Um, now what???




Results under the section multiplier
scoring system (pre-1985)

Five #1 scores nationally in June VHF 1n California
Three #1 scores nationally 1n September in. California
Two #1 scores nationally in UHF contest in California

Two #1 scores on Mt. Equinox, VT, including national
single op record for September

Eight “final, all-time” division records

Also Radio Amateur of the Year award at Dayton, John
Chambers Memorial Award of CSVHEFS, and:

Two divorces!




FINAL, ALL~TIME DIVISION RECORDS

ARRL VHF CONTESTS, USING ARRL SECTIONS AS MULTIPLIERS

(THROUGH 1982 IN SEPTEMBER; THROUGH 1984 IN JANUARY AND JUNE)

Compiled by K9AKS, 1988
(From QST Contest Summaries)

DIVISION SINGLE OPERATOR YEAR MULTIOPERATOR

England

Hudson

Atlantic

Roanoke

WAIMAO
K1FO
NeNB/1

WEB2WIK
K2CBA
WB2WIK

WA3AXV
AR27/3
WA2DPU

K3ICH/ 4
N6NB/8

WA2FGK/8

109,855
102,795

63,070
62,316
54 202

101,188
99,408
65,593

23,744
84,780
50,298

81
g2
79

80
g2
79

824
84
82

80
81
81

W25%/1
W2SZ/1

K2XR
K2ZXR
K2XR

N25B
W3CCXK
K3MTEK

WATIY
W2CNS/8
W4BFB

(continued on next slide)

167,972
342,855
251,700

96,018
203,218
142,006

117,546
276,675
130,188

31,784
214,472
190, 210




Great JAN KELEE 41,080 76 K8IIT 80,984 79

Lakes JUNE WBSIGY 57,138 82 W8VP 139,356 82
SEPT W8DJY 38,226 81  WABONQ 77,952 81

Central JAN K9RO 53 050 83  K9HMB 72,424 81
JUNE WOIP 90,797 81 K9HMB 136,656 81

SEPT GW3NJY/W9 35,310 79  K9HMB 113,452 82

South- JAN W4GDS 26,400 73 WAVO 18,966 78
eastern JUNE WB40SN 55,380 80 WA4OYH 85,500 80
SEPT WA4NJP 13,939 81  WD4TIS 43 PR 82

Delta JAN WB4JGG 16,884 80 WB4HEL/4 8880 73
JUNE WB4JGG 36,936 80 WABFB/4 74,404 78

SEPT WB4JGG 28,424 79  WABFB 86,880 81

Dakota JAN WORGU 16,000 81  WORGU 9016 84
JUNE KOVXM 29,127 80 WOUD/O 115,072 82

SEPT WOXG 5889 82  KOSE 10,492 79

Midwest JAN WBOZKG 16,776 81  NOIS 16,030 83
JUNE WORT 30,562 82  WIUD/O 80,004 83

SEPT NOIS 24,119 79  KOTLM 7470 79

West JAN K5CM 14,100 78  NS5KW 16,644 82
Gulf JUNE WASHNK 34,151 77  K5CM 110,001 82
SEPT WAS5VJB 7521 82  K5CM 18,630 78

Rocky JAN N6NB/7 6120 80  KX00 11,200 84
Mountain JUNE WAOTVZ 22,395 77  WOIJR 48,983 84
SEPT WSFF 1102 82  AAOL 5580 82

North- JAN WATKYZ 10,296 79  WB7DTI 10,008 81
western JUNE KB7WW 26,649 81 N7DB 42./930 81
SEPT WAGJUD/7 4056 76  WA7TNAN 8759 75

Pacific JAN WA6JUD/6 23,868 76  WAG6BMV 24,814 77
JUNE N6NB 69,184 77  K6GSS 106,172 84

SEPT WAGJUD/6 24,640 77 WB6KBZ/6 31,995 78

South- JAN N6NB 25,880 79  NENB 46,750 81
western JUNE K6YNB 60,342 76  WGAMT 105,080 76
SEPT K6YNB/6 34,013 76  N6MI 22,848 81

canadian JAN VE1ASJ 21,156 79  VE3LNX 27,420 83
JUNE VE3ASO 49,495 82 VE3ONT 182,592 82

SEPT VE3ASO 18,816 73  VE3ONT 86,700 82

DX JAN C6ADV 320 82 - - =
JUNE W2BN/C6A 18,700 77  VPSAA 29,526 80

SEPT JAL1RJU 8 79 XE2XW 114 Bl




Roving in the grid square ‘era
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6,500 miles
for a January

VHF contest
(FN20), 2003
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' Astoria; Oregon-(CN86), 2003




NOE6NB/R in DM15, September, 2003
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Midwestern route,
June, 2004

(20 grid squares)
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Jetmore, Kansas (EMO08), June, 2004
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Building more 10-band
rovers...
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A typical in-car console
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CONSOLE IN CAR

50/144/432
TRANSCEIVER

222
TRANSCEIVER

ROTOR
CONTROL BOX

RUBIDIUM STANDARD
& 24v POWER SUPPLY

TOOLBOX CONTROL
UNIT WITH
BANDSWITCH
AND AMMETER

—

RLY1

e

_ 144 LF.

|
s

©144/432

RLY2

XL

»50MHz

»=PTT
»1.F.

-

“a32 | {wmh_

OPTIONAL
AMPLIFIERS

»144MHz

> 432MHz

»222MHz

ROTOR
CONTROL

»RB

RELAY

-

CONTROLS

12V




I |, TOOLBOX ON ROOF

144MHz =
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432MHz =
”'-L\ F
-\._\_‘. .1!:
RLY3 (6POS SMA) CAN. | S WIMhz | | |
L.F. |
RB+« | TRANSVERTER
o “o 3 / ;
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0 0—0 3 v
1 = LF.«— 1.2 GHz T
2 M PTT «—— I— P
RB =« TRANSVERTER
\|/
RLY4 (6POS) ori. | 2-3GHz > |
PTT - N RB<« | TRANSVERTER -
g 6 PLACES »PTT \/
o 0—0 i
j _hL L.F. « 3.4 GHz N
e o _ 0 PTT« —
12V 5 - RB«———| TRANSVERTER =g
u \\/
LF. «—
RLY5 (6POS) PTT« RaZ: Gz — \\;;— —
RB = . RB=< | TRANSVERTER
o -0 | \|/
& B 6 PLACES > RB n A
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RELAY —} U PTT+—— s i SEae e
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June, 2010




WG TAI with her
10-band rover




W6TAI with N6N







Running single operator
portable with a tower trailer
(and rovers)
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Center Texas (EM22) January 2013







Madera, CA (CM906),
January, 2014/2015
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Results under the grid square
scoring system...

Thirteen different Southern California Contest Club
members have been #1 nationally as rovers,at least
once since 2003 by roving with the SCCC group

SCCC has won twelve club gavels since 2009

N6NB had nineteen #1 scores nationally as a rover
and eight #1 scores 1n single op portable between
2003 and 2014, setting records 1n both categories




A special thanks...

I would like to thank the people who have rovedwith N6NB plus a few others who
provided crucial logistics and support for these VHE expeditions over the years.

AA6DD K6VCR KI6AAY N6eMU W6TAI
AESP K6WCI KI6PXI NO6NC WO6TE
AE6Z I GYAAY KJSMSY N6TEB W6TTF
AF60 K7KOT KJ6CNO N6UWW Wo6XD
KI1DS K70FT KK6KK N6VI Wo6XDX
KI1FO K9AOG KT2B N6ZZ Wo6YLZ
K2MM K9JK N2IC WI1SL W7DNU
KS5FAY KB2M N6AA WITAI WTFN
KSME KC6A N6DN WSFWR WAOWTE
K5QE KESEXX N6EY WSTV WATKYZ
KS5TRK KESGAQ N6HB Wo6EJJ WB2WIK
K6AH KE6HPZ N6HC WoIT WB6BFG
K6FGV KF5KEY N6HD W6KYO WB6IDK
K6MI KG60OKB N6KYS WOMT WKSF
K6SVG KG6TOA N6MI
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