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A sampling of VHF contest sites activated 

by K6YNB/N6NB, 1957-2015



KN6YNB, 1957



K6YNB on Mt. Pacifico, 1969



Antennas atop

Mt. Pacifico (DM04),

Elevation 7,500’



Mt. Potosi, Nevada (DM25), 1970



A broken axle on this steep road, 1970

(time for a bigger vehicle)



The “cabover kilowatt”,1970 (on QST cover, 1971)



Alaska,

1970, with 

cubical 

quad for 

20-6 mtrs.



The “quagi” antenna is born,

1972





Designing the 15-element quagi







Santiago Peak 

(DM13) with quagi

antennas, 1973



Portable moonbounce

Giving K0MQS state #50 for the first 144 

MHz W.A.S.-- Alaska via e.m.e., 1976



U.S. Coast Guard Base, Ketchikan (CO45)



16 3-element quads



Array under 

construction



A rotating hub



Utah Pass,

Utah (DM37),

1976



EME in 1977

on the Utah-

Nevada border 

(with 20-meter 

liaison)



Mobile moonbounce in two states





Another mobile moonbounce setup





Mt. Pinos, CA

with a VW,

June, 1977

(a national

record score)



Heading east for more fun and 

higher scores, 1978…





Mt. Equinox, VT (FN33), 1978



Rentacar portable,

1978



Let’s do this right (1979)









Mt. Equinox, VT, 1979







September, 1979 

Mt. Equinox, VT

(a national record 

score)



Um, now what???



Results under the section multiplier 

scoring system (pre-1985)

 Five #1 scores nationally in June VHF in California

 Three #1 scores nationally in September in California

 Two #1 scores nationally in UHF contest in California

 Two #1 scores on Mt. Equinox, VT, including national 

single op record for September

 Eight “final, all-time” division records

 Also Radio Amateur of the Year award at Dayton, John 

Chambers Memorial Award of CSVHFS, and:

 Two divorces!



(continued on next slide)





Roving in the grid square era



Learning from a pro (K1DS)



Camelback Mountain (FN21), 2002

K1DS/R
N6NB/Rentacar



6,500 miles

for a January

VHF contest

(FN20), 2003









Astoria, Oregon (CN86), 2003



N6NB/R in DM15, September, 2003



California route, 

January, 2004

(16 grid squares)



Three 10-band rovers in CM99, January, 2004



Midwestern route,

June, 2004

(20 grid squares)



Jetmore, Kansas (EM08), June, 2004

“O beautiful for spacious skies,

for amber waves of grain…”

- Katharine Lee Bates, 1893



Building more 10-band 

rovers…



Seven 10-band tool box stations



A typical in-car console



Microwave bandswitching



Switching inside tool box







Eight rovers in one place, 2009



June, 2010:  10 rover stations, 15 operators



W6TAI with her

10-band rover



W6TAI with N6NB’s rover





Running single operator 

portable with a tower trailer 

(and rovers)



Cape Cod, MA (FN51),

October, 2012



Bensalem, PA

(FN20),

October, 2012



Center, Texas (EM22), January, 2013



Newport Beach, CA (DM13), June, 2013



Madera, CA (CM96),

January, 2014/2015



Rover routes for single op portable records

N6NB site>

(elev. 6,800’)

SCCC route>
<W6TAI solo route



Paths worked on all bands to 

10 GHz, 9/2010 and 6/2011



Results under the grid square 

scoring system…

 Thirteen different Southern California Contest Club 

members have been #1 nationally as rovers at least 

once since 2003 by roving with the SCCC group

 SCCC has won twelve club gavels since 2009

 N6NB had nineteen #1 scores nationally as a rover 

and eight #1 scores in single op portable between 

2003 and 2014, setting records in both categories



A special thanks…

AA6DD

AE5P

AE6Z

AF6O

K1DS

K1FO

K2MM

K5FAY

K5ME

K5QE

K5TRK

K6AH

K6FGV

K6MI

K6SVG

K6VCR

K6WCI

K6ZMW

K7KOT

K7OFT

K9AOG

K9JK

KB2M

KC6A

KE5EXX

KE5GAQ

KE6HPZ

KF5KEY

KG6OKB

KG6TOA

KI6AAY

KI6PXI

KJ5MSY

KJ6CNO

KK6KK

KT2B

N2IC

N6AA

N6DN

N6EY

N6HB

N6HC

N6HD

N6KYS

N6MI

N6MU

N6NC

N6TEB

N6UWW

N6VI

N6ZZ

W1SL 

W1TAI

W5FWR

W5TV

W6EJJ

W6IT

W6KYO

W6MT

W6TAI

W6TE

W6TTF

W6XD

W6XDX

W6YLZ

W7DNU

W7FN

WA6WTF

WA7KYZ

WB2WIK

WB6BFG

WB6IDK

WK5F

I would like to thank the people who have roved with N6NB plus a few others who 

provided crucial logistics and support for these VHF expeditions over the years.
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