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DON'T FORGET
THE NORTH EAST WEAK SIGNAL GROUP
2 METER VHF AND ABOVE NET
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT AT 8:30 p.m. LOCAL
144.250
W1COT, WZ1V, OR K1PXE NET CONTROL

MEMBERSHIP in the N.E.W.S. Group is $15 per year. Apply to Bill Conner K5GMX, K5GMX@arrl.net. You may download
an application from our web page http://www.newsvhf.com
The N.E.W.S. LETTER is the publication of the North East Weak Signal Group. Articles may be reprinted with proper credit given to the author and the N.E.W.S. LETTER. Articles can be sent to K1UHF, Del Schier, 126 Old West Mountain Road,
Ridgefield, CT 06877 Preferably only via e-mail with “NEWSletter” in the subject line, to K1UHF@amsat.org
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PREZ SEZ
DE WA1MBA
By the time you read this the 10 GHz cumulative will be over.
Sorry that I couldn't get on this year. It looks like the wx was
good for about half of each weekend. I hope to hear all
the stories at the meeting.
Microwave Update is in Dallas in mid October this year.
W1GHZ and I are going. Hopefully some others from our club
will be able to make it too.
This September is the first regular September meeting in some
time because in the past we had the conference in August and
skipped September meeting. We have Mike N1JEZ speaking
on recent satellite developments. Before that, let's have a ducttape auction. If you're new to this, the idea is to get rid of
something that is taking space in your shack (a boat anchor)
by duct-taping it to something of value. The winner of the auction has to take both items.
We have newly elected officers and plenty to talk about. So,
see you in Enfield on the 25th.
Tom, WA1MBA My position and Stan WA1ECF our VP's
terms will be up this time next year because we can only serve
a maximum of 2 years. I have found my service to be a valuable experience. Without new thoughts and new people running the show, our club will wither.... You are most certainly
encouraged to nominate yourself if you choose to serve, so
please speak up at the election meeting at the picnic.

SECRETARY'S REPORT OF THE NEWS
BOARD MEETING OF 17 JULY 2004.
Since this was the special picnic meeting for the NEWS
Group for 2004, there was no separate Board Meeting held.

SECRETARY'S REPORT OF THE NEWS
GROUP MEETING OF 17 JULY 2004.
The activities for the day were started off about noon, with the
annual picnic. Ron, WZ1V, was the chef for the occasion and
he did his usual good job of cooking the burgers and hot dogs.
Most of the food items were provided by the Club except for
certain traditional items brought by individual members. It
was all good as usual and there was more than enough for the
50 or so members and guests who showed up. After everyone
had enough to eat, the main event of the day started-various

measurements on microwave rigs at 10, 24, and 47 GHz,
brought in by NEWS Group members. There were a total of
24 rigs in all. Paul, W1GHZ, and Mark, K1MAP, set up the
measurement range at the back of the K of C picnic grounds
in Enfield,CT, so that everyone could set up their rigs under
the shelter roof and be protected from any possible bad weather. As it turned out, our usual good luck held and we enjoyed
a sunny afternoon.
The first test was a MDS evaluation, done by setting the test
transmitter to a frequency in the 10 GHz band and after everyone found it, the test transmitter signal level was reduced until
no one was able to copy it any longer. The test results showing the dropout level are as follows:
Signal Level
-60 dBm
-90 dBm
-92 dBm
-96 dBm
-98 dBm
-100 dBm
-101 dBm
-102 dBm
-103 dBm
-106 dBm
-108 dBm

Operator/Rig
Everyone Copies
WW1Z
W1GHZ
W1AUV, KJ1K
K2AEP
AA1YN, N1LZK, K1AE, W1AIM,
KA1OJ, W1FKF #2 (WA1MBA)
NS1O
K2CBA
N1JEZ
W1RIL, AF1T
W1FKF

Next, the frequency was changed up to a maximum of 10 KHz
and each operator had to search around the band until the signal was found. The test transmitter power level was raised
until everyone was able to copy again.
Signal Level
-105 dBm
-98 dBm
-97 dBm
-95 dBm
-94 dBm
-92 dBm
-91 dBm
-90 dBm
-89 dBm
-88 dBm
-77 dBm

Operator/Rig
No one Copies
W1FKF, AF1T
W1RIL
W1AIM, N1JEZ
W1FKF #2 (WA1MBA)
K2CBA
NS1O, N1LZK
W1AUV, KA1OJ, AA1YN, W1GHZ
K2AEP
W1MKY
WW1Z

At this point in time, President Tom Williams, WA1MBA,
called a temporary halt to the measurement activities and at
2:57 PM, called for the beginning of the formal part of the
meeting. The first item on the agenda was election of officers
for the coming year. It should be noted that major club officers are elected for two year periods unless someone is being
elected to fill the remainder of a two year term of office held
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by another club member. One Board of Directors spot is for
one year and the other being contested is for two years. Bill,
K5GMS, was nominated for the office of Treasurer presently
held by Fred, N1DPM. There were no other nominees so Bill
was elected unanimously. Next, the office of Secretary,
presently held by George, N1GJ, was contested. There were
no nominees for this office, but Paul, W1GHZ volunteered.
He was elected unanimously. The two year Board of Director
slot, presently held by Stan, KA1ZE, was next on the election
agenda. There were no nominees but Don, W1FKF, volunteered and was elected unanimously. The final spot on the
election agenda was the one year Board of Directors slot
presently held by Mark, K1MAP. No one volunteered so
Mark agreed to remain in office for another year. He was
unanimously voted into office.
Jeff, N1KBY, donated several dishes to the club that were later
auctioned off. The auction proceeds of $50 were donated to
the club treasury.
Bruce, N2LIV, the NEVHF Conference chair gave a short
report on the 2004 Conference held in April. Dates for the
2005 and 2006 Conferences are on the club web page. We
will continue to hold them in April. It was generally agreed
that April was better than the fall dates used in previous years.
Bruce said that he put considerable thought into avoiding as
many conflicts as possible. He is looking for speakers-think
about what you might contribute to a future conference. Also,
he is looking for your inputs on whether to change the conference proceedings to a CDROM format.
Tom, WA1MBA, announced dates for the final two meetings
of 2004-25 September and 13 November. These dates do not
conflict with any big meetings or contests as far as Tom knew.
At this point, (3:06 PM) the formal part of the meeting was
adjourned and activities returned to further microwave rig
measurements.
The final set of 10 GHz measurements covered relative transmit power level. One rig was selected as the standard and the
transmitted power level as received at the test site of all of the
other rigs was measured in dB relative to the standard.
Operator/Rig
W1FKF
N1JEZ
AF1T
W1MKY
KA1OJ
NS1O
W1AUV
AA1YN
N1LZK
W1RIL
K1AE

Power Level
0dB (Standard)
-6dB
+2dB
-21dB
-8dB
-5dB
-21dB
-30dB
-5dB
-18dB
-17dB

W1FKF #2
WW1Z
W1AIM
K2AEP
W1GHZ
K2CBA

-11dB
-?
-?
-20dB
-13dB
-?

.75W/18"DDS
.005W/18"Offset
5W/24"Offset
.11W/18"DDS
2W/18"DDS
?/36"x40"Offset

This concluded the 10 GHz measurements. Next, the 24 GHz
rigs were set up and prepared for MDS testing. The results
were as follows:
Signal Level
-50dBm
-94dBm
-102dBm

Operator/Rig
All Copy
W1FKF, W1GHZ, KA1OJ
N1JEZ

The final set of measurements for the day were transmit power
output level measurements at 24GHz, again using one station
as the standard.
The results were as follows:
Operator/Rig

Power Level

N1JEZ
W1FKF
W1GHZ
KA1OJ

0dB (Standard)
-3dB
-4dB
-7dB

The meeting concluded with random testing between several
of the operators who brought and set up 47GHz
rigs.Mentoring should be a part of the overall effort. Art suggested that an ADHOC committee flesh out the program. He
made a motion that was seconded, that a committee of NEWS
members be formed to pursue this idea. Motion passed. The
committee will be composed of the following volunteersK1UHF, WA1ECF, W1RZF, AA1YN and W1TDS.
A duct-tape auction was held. There was the usual collection
of "good stuff" that Tom, WA1MBA, found ready buyers for.
Everyone had a good time and passed along most of the usual
comments.

Rig Description
5W/24"x36" Primstar
4.5W/20"
10W/24"
.75W/10"
1.6W/24"Offset
10W/20"
.2W/18"Offset
.08W/Offset
3.5W/24"
.15W/18"DDS
1.5W/18"DDS

Tom, WA1MBA, called for a break from 2:00 to 2:30 PM to be
followed by the main talk of the day by Tom Frenaye, K1KI,
ARRL New England Division Director. Tom spoke on the history behind and reasons for the changes recently proposed by
the ARRL for their VHF, UHF and Microwave contests. The
second half of his program consisted of a very lively question
and answer period. The session lasted for over one and a half
hours.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:11 PM.
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FOR SALE OR SWAP:
1- 6 ft. Foot Perforated steel RADAR Dish. (1/2" perfs.) Minor ding on rim, some rust. No
feed or mount. Pickup only in South Eastern MA at my CBA. $25 OBO.
Bob, K1VU Ex:WA1OFR k1vu@tmlp.com
Microwave Racks:ATT 11.7 gig microwave links. two Siemens 10 watt 11.7 gig TWT amps
and power supplies in each rack along with a couple stabilized sources, lots of waveguide and dozens of cards.
Zig Fekete, N1YCL, 478 Wheelers Parms Road, Milford, CT 06460, 203-223-2473 Cell
Note: proceeds go to the Greater Norwalk ARC, contact Del, K1UHF, K1UHF@amsat.org
for email pictures and Zig for pricing or pickup.

DON'T FORGET
THE NORTH EAST WEAK SIGNAL GROUP
2 METER VHF AND ABOVE NET
EVERY THURSDAY NIGHT AT 8:30 p.m. LOCAL
144.250
W1COT, WZ1V, OR K1PXE NET CONTROL

West Mountain Radio
NEW: Computerized Battery Analyzer, aka the CBA

To be sure your mountaintop portable station
battery is going to last
all day get a CBA!

* Easy to use and foolproof.
* Perform tests like a pro!
* Analyze exact battery characteristics.
* Match cells or pick the best pack.
* Check for battery aging.
* Cycle and condition batteries.
* Test at up to 150 watts or 40 Amps.

Del, K1UHF k1uhf@westmountainradio.com, 203 853 8080 www.westmountainradio.com
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SSB Electronic USA manufactures and distributes HF, VHF, UHF and SHF equipment covering 10MHz. - 47.0GHz. Our products include: Wireless LAN / WAN Bidirectional Linear
Amplifiers, Low Noise Preamplifiers - LNA's, RF Linear Amplifiers, Relays, Transverter
Systems, Frequency Translation Systems, Downconverters, Antennas, Parabolic Dishes,
Coaxial Cable, Relays, Antenna Switches, Microwave Test equipment, PC controlled
Receivers, Microwave Linear Amplifiers including models for Telemetry, Wireless, and
CDMA applications.
Our customers include: Commercial, Military, Amateur Radio, University, Research Institutes and Government Agencies.
Custom versions of any of our products are available, please contact us with your requirements.

124 Cherrywood Drive, Mountaintop, PA 18707 USA, PHONE 570-868-5643, FAX 570-868-6917
www.ssbusa.com

C3i

®

Finest Quality, Highest Performance,

Lowest Cost Call, FAX, E-mail or Order from our Web Site. Our K1FO and K1JX VHF and UHF
Antennas are proven performers in Contest after Contest @ K8GP / FM08fq
GO WITH THE WINNERS
VISIT OUR HOME PAGE TODAY FOR MORE DETAILED INFORMATION
www.c3iusa.com 1-800-445-7747 owormser@c3iusa.com sruffin@c3iusa.com

DOWN EAST MICROWAVE
VHF/UHF/SHF EQUIPMENT AND PARTS 50 TO 10,368 MHZ
MICROWAVE LOOP YAGIS, VHF/UHF YAGIS
NO-TUNE LINEAR TRANSVERTERS,
LINEAR POWER AMPLIFIERS
LOW NOISE PREAMPS
COAX RELAYS
COAX CABLE CONNECTORS
CRYSTALS
CHIP COMPONENTS, MMIC'S, TRANSISTORS, RF MODULES
SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE NEWSLETTER
STEVE KOSTRO, N2CEI, 954 RT. 519, FRENCHTOWN, NJ. 08825 PHONE: 908-996-3584,FAX: 908-996-3702

www.downeastmicrowave.com

DIRECTIVE SYSTEMS
ANTENNAS AND ACCESSORIES
NOW FEATURING THE K1FO 17' BOOM YAGIS FOR 144, 222, & 432 MHz!
DAVE OLEAN, K1WHS, RR1, BOX 282, LEBANON, ME. 04027, PHONE: 207-658-7758
www.directivesystems.com
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North East Weak Signal Group
c/o N1DPM
Fred Stefanik
50 Witheridge St.
Feeding Hills, MA 01030

Check your membership expiration date
on the mailing label!!
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